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Second Time Around 

MESSAGE FROM 

       THE PRESIDENT: 
 
Since starting my term as 

President of the Platteville 

Optimist in October, I have 

further discovered that which I already knew, we have 

an awesome group of individuals.  During the months 

and days leading up to my assuming this role, I 

envisioned it to be an overwhelming position to fill; 

however, only through the support I have received 

from so many of our members, I find that my nervous 

anticipation was in vain.  Many thanks for all of the 

encouragement and kindness I have been shown, it is 

greatly appreciated. 
 
Our Friday morning meetings are a great way to end 

the work week and start the weekend.  I am looking 

forward to a memorable year as I learn more about our 

organization and our members and find new ways that, 

as a civic group, we can continue to make a positive 

impact within our community.  Any and all comments, 

ideas, and suggestions you might have are always 

welcome and can be shared with myself or any of our 

Board Members.  It is through sharing that ideas are 

created and we build and improve upon our club. 
 
With the holidays fast approaching, on behalf of 

myself and Gary, it is with happy hearts, that we wish 

each and every one of you a 

and the . 

 

 

 

 
   

your

 

                             Eileen, Optimist Club President 

         

FACTS FROM OUR PAST 
 

Thanks to Ken Kamps for sharing 

some historical information on our 

Platteville Optimist Club.  Many of 

our members may be aware of this information and 

others will hopefully find this to be interesting.    
 
2013 concludes the 35

th
 anniversary for our club.  The 

Charter Banquet was held on June 8, 1968.  Making 

up the first slate of officers and Board of Directors are 

names that I’m quite sure are recognized by many of 

our current members:  Verne Vradenburg, President; 

Garet Graham, VP; Lloyd Linden, VP; James Carns, 

Secy-Treas; and the Directors included Don 

McReynolds, Delbert Martens, Bernard Runde, 

Richard Brodbeck, Leland Genthe and Thomas Jonas. 
 
Men from the West Madison Optimist club came to 

Platteville 23 times to help start a new club.  They 

were successful in building approximately 19 clubs by 

2004.  Over the winter months of 1967-68, the number 

of interested person increased and by April, 1968 there 

were 35, the number necessary for chartering.  

Although meetings started in April, 1968, the charter 

banquet was held on June 8.  The Madison members 

and their spouses chartered 2 busses to help us 

celebrate.  The club started picking up ‘steam’ and by 

1976, with George Louthain as President; we made 

Honor Club status…the first of many.  We have had 

75 members for 25 years with over 80 many of those 

years.  We currently have 71 members. 
 
Oh yes, there is much more to share…who have held 

the office of President, who are our life members, 

where all have we held meetings, what have we done 

to raise money ….. answers in future editions of 
 
      Rooster Call -  Second Time Around   
 



 OPTIMISTS 
      OUT AND ABOUT 
The Official Bell, Gavel and position of 

Club President was transferred to Eileen 

Engelke by Mike Olds at the Installation Banquet held 

September 22 at Reds On The Course.  The event was 

attended by 30 Optimists and spouses, starting with a 

social, followed by dinner and concluding with a short 

program.  Congratulations are extended to Diane 

VanNatta, Leon Neuheisel and Maxine Lane, as Mike 

selected these individuals for the awards of Optimist 

of the Year, Volunteer of the Year and the Chuck 

Thalmann Award, respectively.  As Mike took office 

in September, 2012, he commented that Diane was the 

first to step forward and offer to help with 

coordinating a committee for monthly speakers.  He 

selected Leon as he brings a fun experience to the 

Friday morning meetings with the variety of door 

prizes that follow the Joker Draw.  As Maxine 

continues to volunteer for several committees, works 

at multiple events and continues to implement new 

ideas into the club, Mike presented her with the Chuck 

Thalmann Award for her dedication and loyalty.       

 

HATS OFF TO HOWARD 

At our Friday, November 22, Optimist 

Meeting, we had the pleasure of SWIS 

District Governor (2013-2014 term), George Breadon 

and his wife, Gabriel joining our meeting.  At the 

district meeting, held on November 1-2 at the Heidel 

House in Green Lake, Mr. Breadon shared at our 

meeting that it was an honor for him to present his first 

award, as District Governor, to one of our club 

members, Howard Crofoot.  The award presented was 

a ‘Thank You’ award for loyalty and dedication 

Howard has shown and continues to bring to the SWIS 

District and for work well done.  He also shared the 

SWIS District is celebrating 20 years.   

 

SANTA CALLING 

December 17, 18, 19.  

Imagine the thrill a child experiences 

receiving a call from the Big Guy Himself.  We could 

really use your help.  It’s just ‘okay’ when the call 

comes from Mrs. Santa but the real excitement is when 

the call comes from Santa himself.  Many hands make 

light work, thus our plea for some available Santa 

Clauses on one or more of these evenings.  We meet at 

City Hall from 6:00 to 8:00.  Thanks to Howard for 

coordinating this event at City Hall.  Please check the 

website for details and to volunteer.     

 

WELCOME WAGON 
It is a pleasure to welcome two new 

members for the 2013-2014 year, 

Stacia Stephenson and Valerie Martin. 

 

Originally from Bloomington, WI, Stacia and her 

husband, Tim, live in Platteville along with daughter, 

Madison.  Stacia graduated from UW-Platteville, 

graduating in 2010 with a bachelor’s of science 

degree. She studied health and human performance, 

participated on the women’s basketball team and also 

met her husband, Tim, who played defensive line for 

the Pioneers.  As a 5
th

 grader, daughter Madison loves 

sports, takes Spanish class after school and plays the 

cello.  Quoting Stacia, “Madison is the best thing that 

has ever happened to me.  I am so proud to be her 

mommy.”  Stacia works for the UW-Platteville 

Foundation as Development Officer where she 

thoroughly enjoys working with their amazing donors.  

In her free time, she enjoys spending time with family, 

exercising, playing sports and shopping.  Again, 

quoting Stacia, “Life is good and I can’t complain!”  

 

It is also a pleasure to welcome Valerie Martin, 

transferring to our morning Optimist group from the 

noon Optimist Club.  Also, a native of Southwest 

Wisconsin, Valerie is originally from Cassville, WI.  

She graduated from UW-P in 2008 with a BS in 

Communication Technologies and from UW-

Whitewater in 2010 with an MBA (double emphasis in 

Finance and Management).  Following graduation, 

Valerie and her husband, David, decided to try the city 

life and moved to Milwaukee, where she worked for 

WE Energies.  After the birth of their son, Eli, in 

December, 2012, they knew there was only one place 

to raise their son….back ‘home’.  Valerie started as 

Finance Director for the City of Platteville in April, 

2013.  Free time for Valerie and David is spent 

watching/playing sports, spending time with family 

and friends, volunteering and making lifetime 

memories with their son, Eli.  

   

CHEESE CURD SUMMARY 

Funds generated from our 2013 cheese 

curd sales exceeded the previous year.  

Budget figures show we have slightly over $14,000 

that will be distributed to 45 organizations and/or 

community events.  The impact made within the 

communities we serve would not be possible without 

the team effort that comes from our members.  Kudos 

to our members for helping to carry out our mission.      



FLASH TO THE FUTURE 
 

December 

5 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM 

7 – Pearl Harbor Day 

7 – Badger Camp Christmas Telethon 

         Optimist answering phones from 3:00 – 4:30 

13 – Friday morning meeting at SWHC (7 AM) 

20 – Friday morning meeting – share your ‘Favorite 

          Christmas Memory’ with Optimist Members 

25 – Christmas Day 

27 – No Friday morning meeting 

 

January 

1 – Happy 2014 

2 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM 

11 – Optimist Annual White Elephant 

          Gift Exchange (watch for details via email) 

20 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

February 

2 – Groundhog Day 

6 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM 

14 – Valentine’s Day 

17 – Presidents’ Day 

 

 

 
  

 

BOOKS FOR BABIES 
One of the community projects our 

Optimist group is involved with is 

known as Books For Babies.  This 

has been an active program for several years and is 

currently being managed by Fern Nall.  Each newborn, 

at Southwest Health Center, and their family receive a 

book, compliments of the Optimist Club, along with 

tips on reading to children and using the library.  Our 

longtime friend and former member, Holly Fueling, 

from the Public Library helps Fern choose the books, 

allowing us to get the most economical cost per book.  

An update on books delivered through September, 

2013: 
 
February, 2013 – May 15, 2013:  15 books 

May 15, 2013 – September, 2013:  47 books 
 
Thanks to Fern for taking time from her schedule to 

manage this program on behalf of our Platteville 

Optimist Club.   

 SHARING SPECIAL EVENTS 
WITH 

 FELLOW OPTIMISTS 
 

Happy Birthday Wishes  
Go Out To. . . . 

  
December  

  01 – Virgil Pufahl 

  16 – Howard Crofoot 

  19 – Eileen Engelke 

  23 – Phil Swift 

  27 – Ann Klawiter 
 
January 

   08 – Duane Borgen 

  10 – Gordy Gimski 

  28 – Charlie Clark 
 
February 

  07 – Steve Lane 

  08 – John Adams 

  25 – Valerie Martin 

  26 – Beth Frieders 

 

 

Happy Anniversary Wishes  
To Mr. & Mrs. . . . 

 

December 
  17 – Duane Borgen (celebrating 40 years) 

  18 – Dave Jones 
  
January (none) 
   
February 

  02 – Jim Boll 
 

          Welcome  

‘New’ Future Optimist 
 

Congratulations go out to . . . . 
 
Charlie & Joyce Clark on becoming first time 

grandparents.  Welcome to granddaughter, Grace, born 

at 9:04 PM, Monday, October 28. 

  

 

 
  

 

 

Please continue to send your events to Maxine at 

msmacy105@yahoo.com for sharing in our newsletter.  

Thank you to those who responded with birthdays and 

anniversaries.   If you have not sent in your information, next 

newsletter comes out in March, 2014. 

 

 

mailto:msmacy105@yahoo.com


MONTHLY/WEEKLY PROGRAMS   

Many thanks to Charlie Clark and Tom 

Nall for serving as speaker coordinators 

for January and February, 2014.  At this 

point, we are in need of someone to take the month of 

March.  If you can help, please sign up on the web site 

or contact Diane VanNatta at dvannatta@dupaco.com   

If you know of an individual that would be interested 

in making a presentation to our Friday morning 

meeting, please contact either of these individuals or 

notify Howard.  If you have not visited the web site 

recently, Howard has created a list of potential 

speakers that program coordinators can call upon if 

they need help filling their month.   

 

WISCONSIN BADGER CAMP 

CHRISTMAS TELETHON 
 

For many years, Platteville Optimists have supported this 

community event, providing an opportunity to individuals 

to experience life events that we perhaps take for granted.  

Our support is both financially and by answering phones 

during the telethon.  Once again…we are asking for your 

help.  We are signed up to answer phones from 3:00 to 4:30 

on Saturday, December 7.  We are still in need of 4 

individuals.  If your schedule will allow, please contact 

Maxine Lane at 778-7786. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher:  Maxine Lane 

Editor:  Beth Frieders  

You and your spouse and/or 

 special friend are invited!!! 

Join fellow Optimists on 

Saturday, January 11, 2014 
 

The Ceremonial 

“Passing of the Shell Lamp” 
(a/k/a White Elephant Gift Exchange) 

 
It’s time to find that ‘priceless’ item that you 

have treasured and feel the need to share with an 

Optimist friend.  Or perhaps if you have nothing 

you choose to part with, you know of an item to 

purchase that will ‘put a smile’ on someone’s 

face.  And yes, someone will be the ‘lucky’ 

recipient of the Shell Lamp. 

Schedule the date, Saturday, 1.11.14 

Dinner location/time – to be announced 

Dessert/gift exchange to follow – Lane Home 

Watch for email with details 

Hope you can join us. 
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