
Friday, March 13, 2015

Attendance: Twenty-one Optimists in attendance, with six wearing their Optimist shirts.  

Mystery Greeter:   Fern Nall greeted Bob Stephens. 

Luck of the Draw:  Diane VanNatta had her ticket drawn for the Joker Draw and “received” $2.00 and 
the Queen of Spades as a memento of her lucky day. 

Business Meeting: 
++ Maxine indicated that we have prospects/candidates for the upcoming election of board members 

who will replace those who have completed their term, but we are still looking for someone to fill the 
upcoming 2nd Vice-President position.   

++ Upcoming days to keep in mind:  
  March 29th – Tri-Star Basketball.   
	   	   April 11th – Euchre/Game Night Social 
  May 2nd is the date for the SWIS District Zone Meeting.  It will be held in Madison and the 

Oratorical Winners will present their speeches during lunch.  Anyone interest in attending can 
contact Maxine It was also approved to donate $200.00 to the Hunch Program from the Joker Fund. 

++  Our Speaker for March 20th will be Ela Kakde, PAIDC Executive Director. 
	  
Today’s Program:	  

Ron Weier introduced Angie Wright by telling our 
group that Angie is a Wisconsin native, born and 
raised in rural Sturgeon Bay. Her senior year of 
high school she “ran away” to Brasil, spending 
the year as a Rotary Youth Exchange Student. 
Upon her return she attended UW-Madison and 
received a BA in International Relations, Latin 
American Studies, and Portuguese.  
   
In 2001 Angie returned to Wisconsin, settling in 
Platteville. Angie has worked as the Education 
and Communication Coordinator for the Dubuque 
Metropolitan Solid Waste Agency and enjoyed 10 
years with Southwest Badger Resource 
Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council. 

Angie currently splits her working hours between 
freelance grant writing and part-time seasonal 
farm work at Two Onion Farm in Belmont. Angie 
is on the board of the Platteville Community Fund 



and PHS Scholarship Fund and is a member of the Rotary Club of Southwest Wisconsin/
Platteville.  

As a grant writer, Angie researches funding possibilities and writes the requests for funding 
various projects.  She also does extensive research on the project itself in order to build a 
strong case for the Grant Request.  As a Freelance Grant writer, she can assist different 
organizations and groups as needed.  Her research is through the internet and different 
subscriptions that are available.  The library is also a valuable resource for researching 
possible funding.  In her research, she tries to match the project with the interest of the 
company or organization that will perhaps assist with funding the grant.  She also touches 
base with the legislators to keep them informed and to gather additional information on 
some projects and possible grant possibilities. 

Angie stressed that to be a good grant writer, you have to be a good writer with good 
grammar skills.  Proofing your work is a necessity, as is attention to detail.  You need to 
know and follow the guidelines as each grant may have different requests that will need to 
be met.  As she stated, “Read the instructions.”  She explained to us the many different 
parts to a grant and the importance to cover all segments of the grant request in order to 
help in your grant being successful. 

Angie has always been interested in non profits and has worked with them in several 
positions. 

A time for questions and answers followed.  Angie’s presentation was very informative and 
assured us that her talents are many. 

Observation for Today:	  

Minutes taken and submitted by Eileen Engelke; edited for “Rooster Call” by Charlie Clark. 


