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MESSAGE FROM  

          PRESIDENT RON 

On behalf of the Officers and Board of 

Directors, we would like to extend a wish 

for Happy Holidays to all of you.  Let us 

all give thanks for the gifts we have received in 2015 and 

welcome in another great year. 
  

As we begin this year, I feel confident we will continue to 

do great things for the Youth of Platteville.  It is comforting 

to know that our team members are willing to fill the gap 

anytime there is a need.  For two regular meetings and a 

Swiss District meeting that I could not attend, Kevin 

stepped forward to help. My sincere thanks to you Kevin. 
  
Over the past 8 months our new Website Committee has 

worked diligently to design and launch a new website.   I 

was fortunate to be a part of this team and see the amazing 

talent that is available within our ranks.  Not only will our 

organization have an attractive website, but we will enter 

other social media connections as well. 
  

A big challenge for all of us in 2016 is in the area of 

recruiting new members.  Since the new fiscal year, we 

have already lost 2 members and gained 1.  In addition the 

individual help of each member in recruitment, our 

Membership Committee will focus on new and innovative 

ways to attract new members. 
  

Jerry Schewe our OI Foundation Representative, 

contributed to this newsletter for which I thank him and 

reinforce his message.  As we enter January, 2016 I 

encourage you to participate in the Dime-A-Day 

campaign.  Your contribution to the OI Foundation is tax 

deductible and supports multiple youth activities. 
  
On behalf of Jan and me, we extend Holiday Wishes to 

each of you and your families. 
  

Ron Weier 

President  

 
 

MEMO FROM JERRY SCHEWE 

OI FOUNDATION REPRESENTATIVE 

 
DIME-A-DAY 

 
 

The past several years many of our members have 

generously supported the Optimist Foundation through the 

Dime-A-Day fund.  Quite simply, members contribute 10¢ 

per day for the entire year ($36.50 total) to help Optimist 

International support the many youth projects held during 

the year, including: 

  

 District Oratorical scholarship 

 Regional Oratorical scholarship (new 2016) 

 World-wide Oratorical scholarship (new 2016) 

 District CCDHH scholarship 

 District Essay scholarship 

 Junior World Golf 

 District Tri-Star Basketball 

 Club grants for new projects within a community 

 Program development 
  
The goal of $1,000.00, set by the Officers and Board, 

should be easy to accomplish.  If 50% of our members give 

($36.50), a mere Dime-A-Day, we will exceed the goal.  

January, 2015 we had 28 members participate with a total 

of $1,235.50 collected and donated to Optimist Foundation. 
  
In advance, the Optimist Foundation thanks you for your 

generous donation as do I as our Club Foundation 

Representative.  On or before January 29, 2016, please 

bring your check to a Friday morning meeting or mail to me 

at 860 Jefferson St., Platteville WI  53818.  Checks should 

be payable to OI Foundation.  I will mail checks to Optimist 

International, St. Louis, early in February. 
 

 PROMISE YOURSELF 
 

 
 
 

It’s All About 
What We Are All About 

 

 

ROOSTER CALL 
‘Second Time Around’ 

                         Platteville Optimist Club 
Vision Statement 

“To impact the lives of youth in a positive and encouraging manner” 
 

  



HATS OFF TO OUR 2014-2015 

       AWARD RECIPIENTS 
We had the pleasure of sharing an evening 

with 32 members/spouses at the 2014-2015 

Installation of Officers and enjoying the 

opportunity to recognize four (4) of our members for their 

efforts and dedication to help us reach out and serve the 

youth in our community and surrounding communities. 
 
It was also a pleasure for our Club to have SWIS District 

Governor, Howard Crofoot install the new slate of officers 

for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 
 
Chuck Thalman Service Award:  In recognition of 

Outstanding Service, Loyalty & Devotion. 

Recipient:  Ken Kamps to acknowledge his. . . 

~ 45 years as a member with Life Membership 

~ long standing service as Secretary/Treasurer 

~ leadership as President (1972-1973) 

~ SWIS District Lieutenant Governor 

~ endless efforts in coordinating cheese curd work teams 
 
Optimist of the Year:  In recognition of ones willingness 

to perform in a leadership position to achieve a goal and/or 

manage a program 

Recipient:  Howard Crofoot to acknowledge his. . . 

~ dedication and leadership within the Platteville Optimist, 

Platteville Area Optimist and Optimist International 

~ honor of being the 2015-2016 SWIS District Governor 
 
Outstanding Member of the Year:  In recognition of a 

member who generously serves the Club. 

Recipient:  Gary Engelke to acknowledge his… 

~ club President and SWIS District Lieutenant Governor 

~ many years of allegiance and direction given to our 

cheese curd fundraising and the annual Party in the Park. 
 
President’s Citation:   Signed by the President Optimist 

International, to recognize a member who has demonstrated 

exceptional dedication. 

Recipient:  Gary Munson to acknowledge his commitment 

and perseverance in encouraging student participation in 

the annual Essay/Oratorical Contest the past year. 
 
Aside from the above, as President (Maxine) during the 

2014-2015 year, I personally recognized a member with a 

plaque of our Optimist Creed for his support and words of 

encouragement during my term.  My many thanks to 

Charlie Clark, whose words of encouragement first lead me 

to consider the position of President and for his continued 

support through the months that followed. 

 

Congratulations to Ken Kamps, Howard Crofoot, 

 Gary Engelke, Gary Munson & Charlie Clark! 

Thank you for being a Platteville Optimist! 

 

 

NEW RECRUITMENT INCENTIVE 
(Message from Dave Bruns,  

2015-2016 OI President) 

Memo dated November 13, 2015 
 
There is a special incentive available to 

all Optimists who recruit three new Members or who build 

a new Optimist Club.  From October 1, 2015, to September 

30, 2016, the Bringing Out the Best In Ourselves award 

recognizes all Optimist Members who sponsor at least three 

new Members into an Adult or College Club.  This 

incentive is open to all Club Members and all award 

winners will receive a limited-edition “Bringing Out the 

Best” pin.  Also, any Optimist who is a primary builder of a 

New Optimist Club will be designated a Builder of 

Excellence (BOE).  All Builders of Excellence will receive 

the same limited-edition pin.  All award recipients will be 

entered into a drawing for either an expenses-paid trip to 

PCG National Resort & Spa in November, 2016 or a $750 

Club Community Grant. 

 

 
 

BOOKS FOR BABIES 
This is one youth activity Platteville 

Optimist can hang our hats on with 

many thanks to Fern Nall, for her 

dedication to the overall success.   
 
Each newborn baby and their family at Southwest Health 

Center receive a book from the Platteville Optimist Club, 

along with tips on reading to children and using the library.  

Erin Isabell, from the Public Library, helps Fern choose 

books to allow the club to get the most economical cost per 

book while being beneficial to the child and family. 
 
In 2014, 140 books were presented to families.  To date in 

2015, 118 books have been distributed.  Staff in the OB 

department calls Fern to inform her when the books need to 

be restocked.  She has received many positive comments 

from hospital staff, passed along from receiving parents.  

Records indicate that the books need restocking 

approximately every 2 months.   
 

Thanks Fern, for representing Platteville Optimist!  

 

 

 SANTA CALLING 
It’s that time of year, when good little boys 

and girls get that much anticipated phone 

call from the jolly old fella with the red 

hat, Santa.  We have scheduled December 

15, 16, 17 from 6 PM – 8 PM at City Hall.  We still have 

need for ‘Santa’s’ or Mrs. Santa. Many thanks to Howard 

for once again making the arrangements at City Hall and 

thank you to YOU if you can arrange your schedule to help 

one of these nights.  Online registration is not available; 

however, please call Maxine, 778-7786, to volunteer.     



WELCOME WAGON 
It is always a pleasure to welcome new 

members to our club.   
 
As we closed out the 2014-2015 term, 

we had an opportunity to welcome two 

new Friend of Optimist members in late 

September. 

Bill Niehaus, Bill’s Plumbing & Heating – 

Since purchasing our new cheese curd 

trailer, Bill has generously serviced the 

needs of our trailer in adding necessary 

equipment (gas lines to fryers and steel 

sheeting to enclose the fryers).  During the 

summer months, Bill also provides us a parking spot at his 

place of business to allow easy access when we need the 

trailer.  Bill has donated his labor, supplies and allows us to 

park the trailer without incurring any cost.  If you see Bill, 

as a member, please acknowledge his generosity to the 

Platteville Optimist. 
 
Dave McCabe, Manager Hartig Drug – Dave assumed the 

manager’s job at Hartig Drug earlier this year.  For the past 

several years, Platteville Optimist have arranged with 

Hartig Drug for the ice cream cups for the Party in the 

Park.  As Gary Engelke contacted Dave to again make this 

arrangement, Dave, aware we are a non-profit organization, 

participating in a community event, donated 100% of the 

ice cream cups that were given away at Party in the Park.  

Again, if you see Dave, please thank him on behalf of our 

club for his generosity. 
 
Having been in the 2015-2016 fiscal year on a couple 

months, we are excited to also welcome: 
 
**Terry Busch, Busch Insurance as a Friend of Optimist 
 
We also welcome the following  new members: 

**Brad Brogley, Sponsor, Ron Weier 

**Dan Engelke, Sponsor, Doug Martin  
 
And last, but certainly not least, it is a pleasure to welcome 

a familiar face as a member to our club, transferring from 

Fennimore.  A big welcome to Joy Schewe. 

 

It  is with  Optimistic Enthusiasm 

               We Welcome 

 

Bill Niehaus, Hartig Drug/Dave McCabe, Mgr., Terry 

Busch, Brad Brogley, Dan Engelke and Joy Schewe. 

 

FAREWELL IS SUCH  

    SWEET SORROW 
  As we welcomed the above new 

members, it was with regrets that we 

accepted the resignations of 3 members.  We passed along 

farewell wishes to Dave Allen, Kathy Hottenstein, Stacia 

Stephenson and Lori Velte .  It is with sincere hope that at 

some point in the future their busy schedules will allow 

them to again rejoin our Platteville Optimist. 

OPTIMISTIC OUTLOOK 
December 
01 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM PBII 

07 – Pearl Harbor Day 

12 – WI Badger Camp 1966 Event Potosi 

                  Holiday Gardens 

15-16-17 – Santa Calling 

22 – Winter begins 

25 – Christmas Day (no Friday meeting) 
 
January 

01 – Welcome 2016 (no Friday meeting) 

05 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM 

15 – Annual White Elephant Gift Exchange 
          (potluck at WI Bank and Trust Community Room) 
 
February 

02 – Ground Hog Day (who is ready for Spring??) 

02 – Board Meeting 7:00 AM 

14 – Valentine’s Day 

15 – President’s Day (fly your flag proudly) 

 

2016 SPEAKER COORDINATORS 

Many volunteers result in a lighter work load.  It is with 

utmost appreciation that we say thank you to the following 

members for accepting the task of recruiting speakers for 

our weekly meetings:   Tom Nall, Maxine Lane, Kevin 

Haertzen, Leon Neuheisel, Fern Nall, Ken Kamps, Charlie 

Clark, Wayne Wodarz, Ron Weier, Maggie Kleisath, Becki 

Schambow, Doug Martin, and Eileen Engelke.  Our 

volunteers are always open to suggestions.  Please contact 

any one of these members if you know of a potential 

speaker for a Friday morning meeting. 
 
OPTIMIST SUPPORTING YOUTH BASEBALL 
Many thanks to Bob Weier for reaching out to coordinate 

the ordering and placement our new sign at Legion Park.  

This sign is representative of both our club and the 

Platteville Area Optimist Noon Club.   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May your hearts and homes be filled with  

the joy of the season and the new year full of  

happiness and good health! 

 

 



OPTIMISTS OUT and ABOUT 
We caught you having fun! 

 

 

 
 
  

                   L                                                  Lazy Day 

                                                                        Hillbillies 

 

 
 

    
 

  
 

  

 

Melts In Your Mouth 
Not in Your Hands! 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
                                                     Don’t mess 
                                                      with me!! 
                                           I’ll poke you 
                                         with my horns! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
      

   Hey, it’s a 

  tough job 

but somebody 

  has to do it! 

 

 

 
Forward your pictures to Maxine, msmacy105@yahoo.com 

for publishing in future Candid Camera Corner. 

SHARING SPECIAL EVENTS 

Sending Birthday Wishes to. . . 

December 

01 – Virgil Pufahl            23 – Phil Swift 

16 – Howard Crofoot       27 – Anne Klawiter 

19 – Eileen Engelke 
 
January 

08 – Duane Borgen - - 28 – Charlie Clark 
 
February 

07 – Steve Lane                   24 – Laura Pederson 

08 – John Adams                 26 – Beth Frieders 

15 – Brad Mootz 
 

Sending Anniversary Wishes to Member & Spouse 
 

December                              January  - none                                 

09 – Terry Vaassen 

17 – Duane Borgen               February – 02 Jim Boll 

18 – Dave Jones 
 
 CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO PLATTEVILLE OPTIMIST 
 
December 

1993 – Kathy Kopp            2012 – Tim Boldt  

2000 – Tom Nall                2012 – Bob Weier 

2006 – Beth Frieders          2014 – Becki Schambow 
 
January - 1987 – Bob Stephens  
 
February - 2009 – Steve & Maxine Lane 

2015 – Dennis Helbing - - - Laura Pederson 
  

HOLIDAY HUMOR 
A CHRISTMAS TRADITION EXPLAINED 

When four of Santa’s elves got sick, the trainee elves did 

not produce toys as fast as the regular ones, and Santa 

began to feel the Pre-Christmas pressure.  Then Mrs. Claus 

told Santa her Mother was coming to visit, which stressed 

Santa even more.  When he went to harness the reindeer, he 

found that three of them were about to give birth and two 

others had jumped the fence and were out, Heaven knows 

where.  Then when he began to load the sleigh, one of the 

floorboards cracked, the toy bag fell to the ground and all 

the toys were scattered.  Frustrated, Santa went in the house 

for a cup of apple cider and a shot of rum.  When he went to 

the cupboard, he discovered the elves had drunk all the 

cider and hidden the liquor.  In his frustration, he 

accidentally dropped the cider jug, and it broke into 

hundreds of little glass pieces all over the kitchen floor!   

He went to get the broom and found the mice had eaten all 

the straw off the end of the broom.  Just then the doorbell 

rang and an irritated Santa marched to the door, yanked it 

open and there stood a little angel with a great big 

Christmas tree.  The angel said very cheerfully, “Merry 

Christmas, Santa.  Isn’t this a lovely day?  I have a beautiful 

tree for you.  Where would you like me to stick it?”  And 

thus began the tradition of the little angel on top of the 

Christmas tree.   
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